PART v: 1771-5
as I could to apologise for a lady [Lady Diana Beauclerk]5
who had been divorced from her husband by act of Parlia-
ment. I said, that he had used her very ill, had behaved
brutally to her, and that she could not continue to live with
him without having her delicacy contaminated; that all
affection for him was thus destroyed; that the essence of con-
jugal union being gone, there remained only a cold form, a
mere civil obligation; that she was in the prime of life, with
qualities to produce happiness; that these ought not to be
lost; and, that the gentleman [Topham Beauclerk] on whose
account she was divorced had gained her heart while thus
unhappily situated. Seduced, perhaps, by the charms of the
lady in question, I thus attempted to palliate what I was sen-
sible could not be justified; for, when I had finished my
harangue, my venerable friend gave me a proper check : 'My
dear Sir, never accustom your mind to mingle virtue and
vice. The woman's a whore, and there's an end on't*
Bo SWELL. 1 am well assured that the people of Otaheite
who have the bread tree, the fruit of which serves them for
bread, laughed heartily when they were informed of the
tedious process necessary with us to have bread; - plowing,
sowing, harrowing, reaping, threshing, grinding, baking.'
JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, all ignorant savages will laugh when
they are told of the advantages of civilized life. Were you to
tell men who live without houses, how we pile brick upon
brick, and rafter upon rafter, and that after a house is raised
to a certain height, a man tumbles off a scaffold, and breaks
his neck, they would laugh heartily at our folly in building;
but it does not follow that men are better without houses.
No, Sir, (holding up a slice of a good loaf,) this is better than
the bread tree.'
In our way to the club to-night, when I regretted that
Goldsmith would, upon every occasion, endeavour to shine,
by which he often exposed himself, Mr Langton observed,
that he was not like Addison, who was content with the fame
of his writings, and did not aim also at excellency in conver-
sation, for which he found himself unfit; and that he said to
a lady, who complained of his having talked little in com-